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Gujarat hooch death toll rises
to 40; 10 people held so far for
selling spurious liquor
AHMEDABAD, JULY 27 /
--/ The death toll due to
the consumption of
spurious
liquor
in
Gujarat's Botad district
has reached 40 with
seven
more
people
succumbing in the last 12
hours, a police official
said on Wednesday.
Out of the deceased,
31 belonged to different
villages in Botad and nine
were
natives
of
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Dhandhuka taluka in
Ahmedabad district, the
official of Botad police
control
room
said.
Nearly 50 people were
still admitted to hospitals
in Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, he said. The
Botad and Ahmedabad
police
on
Tuesday
registered three First
Information
Reports
(FIRs) against nearly 20
culprits under Indian
Penal Code Sections 302
(murder), 328 (causing
hurt by poison) and 120B (criminal conspiracy)
and have arrested at least
10 of them so far. The

Vadodara rural police on
Wednesday
nabbed
Jatubha Rathod, one of
the accused in an FIR
registered by Barvala
police in Botad and
absconding since being
booked, an official said.
The hooch tragedy had
come to light early
Monday morning when
some people living in
Rojid village of Botad and
other
surrounding
villages were referred to
government hospitals in
Barvala area and Botad
towns with deteriorating
health
condition.
Primary investig ations
by police have revealed
that some small-time
bootleggers of different
villages of Botad district
had made spurious liquor
by mixing water with
methyl
alcohol
or
Methanol,
a
highly
poisonous
industrial
solvent, and sold it to
villagers for Rs 20 per
pouch.
According to police,
forensic analysis has
established that the
victims consumed methyl
alcohol. The Gujarat

Home Department has
formed a three-member
committee, headed by
senior Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer
Subhash Trivedi, to
conduct
a
detailed
inquiry into the incident
and submit a report
within three days, as per
a gover nment release.
Police investigation has
revealed that a person
named Jayesh aka Raju
had stolen 600 litres of
methyl alcohol from a
godown in Ahmedabad
where he worked as a
manager and then sold it
to his Botad-based cousin
Sanjay for Rs 40,000 on
July 25.
Despite knowing that
it was an industrial
solvent, Sanjay sold the
chemical to bootleggers
of different villages of
Botad. These bootleggers
mixed water in the
chemical and sold it to
people as country-made
liquor, police said. (PTI)

Kashmiri journalist stopped from flying to Lanka
NEW DELHI, JULY 27 /-/ Immigration authorities at
the airport here stopped yet
another Kashmiri journalist
from travelling abroad,
citing restrictions imposed
by the Jammu and Kashmir
Police, officials said on
Wednesday.
Akash Hassan, who hails
from Anantnag district of
South Kashmir, was on his
way to Sri Lanka on
Tuesday evening when his
boarding pass was cancelled
and he was offloaded from
the aircraft. Hassan is the
second Kashmiri journalist
barred from travelling
abroad this month. On July
2,
Pulitzer-winning
Kashmiri photojournalist
Sanna Irshad Mattoo was
stopped when she was on
her way to Paris to attend a
book launch event and
participate
in
a
photography exhibition.
Hassan informed on his
unverified Twitter handle

that immigration officials at
the
Indira
Gandhi
International Airport had
barred him from boarding
his flight to Colombo. "I was
headed to report on the
current crises in the

country," Hassan, who
writes for the UK-based The
Guardian newspaper, said.
He
said
immigration
officials took his passport,
boarding pass and made him
sit in a room for nearly four

hours before an airline
official informed him that
his luggage had been
offloaded on directions
from the department. "I was
questioned by two officials
about my background,

travel purpose," Hassan
said, adding after nearly
five hours, he was handed
his passport and boarding
pass with a red rejection
stamp that read "cancelled
without prejudice". (PTI)

