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Tuesday, August 09, 2022
EDITORIAL

Stories in the story of
presidential poll losers
In July of 1987, Mithilesh
Kumar Sinha was the most
protected man in the country.
The authorities housed the
frail 67-year-old man in a
Lutyens bungalow. Police
officers surrounded him, and
a doctor checked on his health
regularly. He headed an
organisation called the
Goodman’s party, which
wanted the creation of a
Ministry of Character Training.
Shri Sinha was the third
candidate in the election for a
new President after Giani Zail
Singh, and his continued good
health was vital. He told the
media, “My life has become
entwined with that of Rajiv
Gandhi. If anything happens to
me, the election will be
postponed, Zail Singh will
continue as a caretaker
president, and you know how
eager Mr Gandhi is to get him
out.”
Presidential elections
are a straightforward affair.
The ruling party’s candidate
wins easily, and sometimes
the opposing candidate loses
his deposit. Like in 1997 when
K R Narayanan trounced
former Chief Election
Commissioner T N Seshan.
And it started with the first
election in which President
Rajendra Prasad was the
consensus candidate despite
the reluctance of Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.
Opposing Prasad was K T
Shah, a professor of
economics and an active
contributor to the framing of
the Constitution. As a
Constituent
Assembly
member, he suggested that
people elect the President by
a popular vote rather than an
electoral college of elected
representatives. In his
unsuccessful bid for the
highest office in the country,
he received 15% of the votes.
President Prasad did not
face a serious challenge for his
second term, nor did
President Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, when he was
elected in 1962. But the
elections of 1967 were a
different matter. In the
general elections held earlier
that year, the Congress had
lost power in multiple states
and had reduced majority at
the Centre. The Opposition
convinced Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Kota Subbarao to
resign and challenge the
government’s candidate, Zakir
Hussain. In his last acts as CJI,
Subbarao authored the
judgment where the Supreme
Court ruled that Parliament
could not curtail fundamental
rights. He secured 43% of the

votes in the first stiffly
contested
presidential
election.
Two years later,
President Zakir Hussain’s
untimely death necessitated
an election in 1969. PM Indira
Gandhi faced resistance from
within about the choice of the
presidential candidate. Her
opponents wanted Lok Sabha
Speaker Neelam Sanjiva
Reddy. She saw it as a bid to
remove her as PM. Things
took a strange turn when VicePresident V V Giri resigned and
stood for the election as an
Independent. The ruling
party’s candidate was
Speaker Reddy, and some of
the Opposition parties
supported Shri C D Deshmukh,
who had been RBI Governor
and Finance Minister. There
was massive cross-voting by
Congress legislators for Giri.
It led to the defeat of the
party’s official candidate.
The election of the 6th
President in 1974 was a tame
affair. By then, PM Gandhi had
a firm grip on her party, and
its candidate Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed easily defeated the
Opposition’s Tridib Chaudhuri,
a freedom fighter and veteran
parliamentarian. During his
fifth term in the Lok Sabha,
Chaudhuri contested the
presidential poll and
continued to serve two more
terms in the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha after his loss.
President Ahmed’s
death in office resulted in
another early poll, in which
Sanjiva
Reddy
won
unopposed.
In the 1982 elections,
another former Supreme
Court judge, H R Khanna, was
the Opposition candidate
against the Congress’s Giani
Zail Singh. Justice Khanna was
the judge who had stood up
for the inviolability of the basic
structure of the Constitution
and the protection of
fundamental rights during the
Emergency. The government
later superseded him for the
position of CJI.
A third apex court judge,
V R Krishna Iyer, contested the
presidential election, in 1987.
Justice Iyer and Mithilesh
Sinha stood against the
Congress’s R Venkataraman.
Iyer had won an MLA election
in Kerala and been a minister
in the state. His interpretation
of the right to life as a judge
influenced the court in later
years. In this election, both
Iyer and Sinha urged the
government to give them time
on television and radio to air
their views, which was
rejected.

Dizziness indoors? Blame it on plastic pollution
Say air pollution and the
first thing that pops up in mind
is vehicular fumes from petrol
or diesel, or smoke emanating
from power plants. It may then
come as a surprise that
innocent looking goods of daily
use such as plastic containers,
cosmetics, cooking oil,
deodorants, floor disinfectants
and mosquito repellents in
your home are also causing air
pollution. Several chemicalbased consumer goods like
cosmetics, disinfectants and
cooking oil among others
emanate volatile organic
compounds (VOC). These,
according to a pilot study
carried out in Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar homes - one of
the first in India to carry out
comprehensive assessment of
indoor pollution sources over
the time of day and seasons can cause health hazards. The

Saving mothers: On the
importance of maternal health

Few things in science or
social science are as
incontestable as the
importance of maternal
health
to
human
development. Maternal
mortality indicates a
woman’s ability to access
health care, contraceptive
devices, nutrition, and, in a
sense, is a mark of the
efficiency of a health-care
system in responding to
demands made of it. A
recent study published in the
peer-reviewed journal, PLOS
Global Public Health, casts a
shadow over the progress of
health care targeting women
in the country, but also,
questions the reliability of the
country’s own periodic
estimates of maternal
mortality ratio, or MMR
(number of mothers who die
from complications in
pregnancy for every one lakh
live births.)
Researchers from the
International Institute for
Population
Sciences
triangulated data from
routine records of maternal
deaths under the Health
Management Information
System, with Census data
and the Sample Registration
System (SRS) to provide the
MMR for all States and
districts of India. The
analysis suggests that 70%
of districts (448 out of 640
districts) in India have
reported MMR above 70
deaths — a target under the
United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG).
Many of the districts in
southern
India
and
Maharashtra have an MMR of
less than 70. At the same
time, the north-eastern and

A farmer’s encounter with
climate change
My grandfather, Balram
Jakhar, was amongst the
pioneers of citrus plantation in
North India in the mid-1950s.
In 1972, when he first became
a member of Punjab’s
legislative assembly, he had
promised to transform the
bleak near-arid, barren sand
dunes into California. As his
days came to a close, he loved
to talk of the promise and
similarities of the muchdiversified farming in the
area, when asked about it. We
farm in village Maujgarh, in
the Khuian Sarwar block of
Fazilka district in Punjab.
In the block, of the
1,50,000 acres of land, about
37,000 acres are under
perennial kinnow citrus
plantations, while another
5,000 acres are cultivated for
other fruits and vegetables.
Approximately 1,00,000 acres
of wheat is grown in the rabi
season and 75,000 acres of
cotton and 28,000 acres of
paddy in the kharif season,
probably making it amongst
the
most
diversified
agricultural landscapes in
Punjab. Yet, this region is

crying
for
another
transformative
vision,
confronted as it is by the
spectre of climate change.
The lessons from this one
speck of India, where my son
and I farm, surrounded on
three sides by Rajasthan,
Haryana and Pakistan, are
massive and frightening to
those who care to know.
Come extreme winter, the
flaky ice coating on the top of
plants provides a lovely sight
for city folks. It spells doom
for farmers because that
pretty coat of ice is frost and
it literally burns the plants
where it forms. By the time the
January frost set in this year,
40 per cent of last year’s
kinnow crop had been
harvested and sold. The
remaining fruit suffered from
a frost attack, more vicious
than ever before. About 20 per
cent of the fruit was destroyed
in a week and of whatever did
survive, the damaged fruit
needed to be harvested
immediately, for it too started
to deteriorate fast.
In mid-January, farmers
would normally have had

VOCs don't need heating,
burning or cooking to emanate
and can trigger symptoms like
watering of eyes, irritation in
upper respiratory tract,
headache or dizziness, nausea
and headache. Dizziness
indoors? Blame it on plastic
pollution Health experts say
that symptoms are often
labelled 'Sick Building
Syndrome.' These, on the
extreme end of the spectrum,
can also cause cancer, said
experts. A pilot study carried
out by a team of scientists
from Indian Institute of
Technology-Gandhinagar (IITGn) and American universities
in
Ahmedabad
and
Gandhinagar
homes
attempted to find sources of
indoor pollutants in one of the
first
comprehensive
assessments of VOCs in India
and found no less than 69

another two months of the
harvesting window till midMarch. But the frost shortened
the harvesting season to one
month. Further, the quality of
the fruit had deteriorated to
the point where its shelf-life
was reduced to a few days.
This double whammy meant
that the kinnow could not be
transported to the traditional
far-off markets of south India.
Thus, geographically, the
market for the kinnow was
reduced to Uttar Pradesh. As
a result, there was a glut of
the fruit in the market.
Consequently, the farmgate
price — which had initially
been hovering at a historical
high of over Rs 23 per kg —
fell by over half, amounting to
a loss of over Rs 300 crore to
the farmers of just one
administrative block in India.
Having come out of a
particularly harsh winter with
the long spell of January frost
devastating hopes and the
citrus crop, the first week of
March brought hope for a new
beginning in the spring. The
tens of thousands of citrus
orchards provided a magical
sight — trees with millions of
sweet-smelling white flowers
and ripening wheat fields
turning a golden hue, ready
for harvest in April.

central regions have the
least number of districts (12
and six districts, respectively)
with an MMR less than 70.
S i g n if i c a n tl y, i t a l s o
demonstrates the presence
of huge within-State
inequalities, even among the
better
performers
—
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana.
Similar
heterogeneity was observed in
other States as well. According
to the SRS (2016-18), only
Assam (215) has an MMR of
more than 200, while in this
district-level assessment, the
indications are that about 130
districts have reported above
200 MMR.

compounds prevalent in the
homes. The paper 'A Pilot
Study to Quantify Volatile
Organic Compounds and
Their Sources Inside and
Outside Homes in Urban India
in Summer and Winter during
Normal Daily Activities' was
published recently in a MDPI
journal 'Environments.'
Its authors include
Christina L Norris, Ross
Edwards, Chinmay Ghoroi,
James J Schauer, Marilyn
Black, and Michael H Bergin
from Duke University,
University of Wisconsin at
Madison, IIT-Gn and
Underwriters Laboratories
(UL) Inc. The project was
sponsored by UL. The study
found no less than 69
compounds prevalent at
home. The most common
VOCs identified included
acetaldehyde, formaldehyde
and variants of pentamethyl
heptane. The study took into
consideration two seasons
(summer and winter) and
different times of the day
(morning and evening) of 26
homes. Total indoor VOCs
were measured at higher
concentrations in winter
(327.0 ± 224.2 micrograms
per cubic meter of air) than
summer (150.1 ± 121.0
micrograms per cubic meter
of air) and exceeded those
measured
outdoors,'
mentioned the paper,
indicating that the VOC
concentration in indoors was

higher than the one measured
outdoors. The study also
pointed at plastic materials as
a major source of VOC - in
May, about 42% of the VOCs
were from plastics due to
increase in temperature
compared to January when it
just contributed 4%. Indoor
cooking and consumer
products accounted for about
29% and 10% of the VOCs in
January, compared to 16%
and 4% in May. In terms of
outdoor pollution, 84% of the
VOCs were from vehicular
sources. Dr. Ghoroi, professor
of chemical engineering at IITGn, said that VOCs have wellknown health hazards ranging
from short-term problems

such as mild irritation of
mucous membrane to longterm health issues such as
chronic respiratory problems
and cancer. "In the context of
climate
change
and
continuous temperature rise,
increased
off-gassing
generates more VOCs and
increases the threat of more
health hazards, especially in
indoor environments," he said,
adding that the data would
help understand VOCs in
Indian context as there are
only a few studies done in the
field. Dr Bergin, professor of
Civil & Environmental
Engineering
at
Duke
University, during his visit to
IIT-Gn had said that while

summers are marked by
pollutants entering the home
from open windows, in the
winter it's opposite with the
doors and windows closed,
building the pollutant
concentration. "Our objective
is to probe this difference to
get an actual estimate of the
indoor air pollutants," he had
said. The team said that longterm aim of the project is to
create awareness about
source of indoor air pollutants
and find ways to minimize it
C i t y - b a s e d
pulmonologists said that air
pollutants often cause
irritation and in extreme cases
respiratory issues in the
patients.

AKASH INFRA-PROJECTS LIMITED
Regd. Office: 2, GROUND FLOOR, ABHISHEK COMPLEX, OPP. HOTEL HAVELI, SECTOR-11, GANDHINAGAR - 382011, GUJARAT INDIA
CIN: L45209GJ1999PLC036003, Ph. No.: +91-79-23227006, Fax: +91-79-23231006
Website: www.akashinfra.com, E-Mail: info@akashinfra.com
Extract of Statement of Standalone and Consolidated Un-Audited Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30.06.2022
(Rs. in lakhs Except per Share Data)

Sr . No.
Pa rticula rs
1
Total Income
Net Profit for the Period (before Tax, Exceptional and Extraordinary Items)
2
3

Net Profit for the Period (before Tax after Exceptional and Extraordinary
Items)

4

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

5

Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for
the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

6

Paid-up Equity Share Capital of Face Value Rs.10/- Each

7

Other Equity (Excluding revalutation reserve) as shown in the Audited
Balance Sheet of Previous Year)

8

Consolida ted
Sta ndalone
Q ua rter ended
Q uar ter Ended
Y ea r ended
Y ea r ended
30.06.2022
31.03.2022
30.06.2021
31.03.2022 30.06.2022 31.03.2022 30.06.2021 31.03.2022
Un-audited
Un-audited
Un-a udited
Un-a udited Un-audited Un-audited
Audited
Audited
2,935.28
5,721.76
1,320.66
9,565.73
2,936.76
5,723.21
1,322.07
9,571.54
98.26

261.50

59.52

235.28

98.53

261.00

59.62

234.91

98.26

261.50

59.52

235.28

98.53

261.00

59.62

234.91

80.61
80.83
1,686.25

286.85
305.72
1,686.25

47.61
47.08
1,686.25

237.93
255.16
1,686.25

80.50

273.69

50.32

232.26

81.19

293.03

49.77

227.05

1,686.25

1,686.25

1,686.25

6,270.39

1,686.25
6,305.85

Earnings Per Equity Share (Not Annualised): Basic

0.48

1.81

0.28

1.51

0.48

1.74

0.30

1.35

Earnings Per Equity Share (Not Annualised): Diluted

0.48

1.81

0.28

1.51

0.48

1.74

0.30

1.35

NOTES:

1
2

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Un-Audited Financial Results for the Quarter and half year ended on 30.06.2022 filed with the Stock Exchange
under Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of Un-Audited Financial Results for the
aforesaid Quarter are available on the Stock Exchange websites i.e. www.nseindia.com,and on the website of the Company i.e. www.akashinfra.com
The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee of the Directors and approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on August 06, 2022.
Place : Gandhinagar
Date : August 06, 2022

For Akash Infra Projects Limited
YOGINKUMAR HARIBHAI PATEL
MANAGING DIRECTOR
DIN: 00463335

